
 

Colton Joint Unified School District 
Commitment to Equal Opportunity  
 
 
 

Minutes 
June 19, 2018 

The Measure G – Citizens’ Oversight Committee met on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Colton High School Stadium construction trailer at 777 West Valley Boulevard, Colton, CA 
92324. 
 
Opening – Meeting began at 5:37 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 
II. Members Present (*absent) 

Mrs. Patricia Chavez Mrs. Laura Morales – Chair 
Mr. Gary Grossich Mrs. Pamela Valdez* 
Mrs. Jessica Hernandez-Reese* Mr. Jimmy Villegas – Vice Chair 
Mr. Forrest M. John III Mr. Matthew Wilson 
Mrs. Rhonda McIver Jackson   

 
Staff Members Present 
Dr. Frank Miranda, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 
Mr. Owen Chang, Director of Facilities, Planning & Construction 
Ms.  Katie Orloff, Director of Communications 
Ms. Kasey Kubota, Administrative Assistant II 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

December 14, 2017 and March 20, 2018 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved, 
motion by Mr. Villegas, seconded by Mr. John, and carried on a 7-0 vote.  
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Introduction of New CBOC Members 
Mr. Gary Grossich introduced himself to the Committee.  Mr. Grossich was on the 
Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee from 2009 to 2013, and this is the 
beginning of his second term as a committee member.  Mr. Grossich is on the Planning 
Commission for the City of Colton, a member of Bloomington MAC, and the owner of 
Nickelodeon Pizza in Colton. 
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Mrs. Patricia Chavez introduced herself to the Committee.  Mrs. Chavez worked as a 
teacher at Wilson Elementary School for 35 years and has lived in the City of Colton for 
50 years.  She has served on advisory councils and is currently on the library council for 
the City of Colton and the School Site Council at Wilson Elementary. 
 
Mrs. Rhonda Iverson Jackson introduced herself to the Committee.  Mrs. Iverson Jackson 
has 3 children with 1 child a student of the Colton Joint Unified School District.  Two of 
her children are in college with 1 in the Army National Guard.  Ms. Iverson Jackson has 
served on advisory committees and is currently on the district’s African American 
Committee. 
 
Colton High School Stadium 
Mr. Chang informed the Committee that progress on the Colton High School Stadium is 
going well with completion expected during the first week of November.  As expected 
with construction projects, the district has encountered various challenges, but the project 
is still tracking to be complete in early November. 
 
Dr. Miranda stated that the district is looking at renovating the fields at Colton High 
School to complement the new stadium.  The board wants to ensure equity across all 3 
geographic areas of the district – Colton, Bloomington and Grand Terrace. 
 
Mrs. Morales asked if the stadium will be complete for the next football season.  Mrs. 
Chavez also inquired as to where the CHS football team will practice and play games. 
Director Chang said arrangements for upcoming games and practices have been 
coordinated with athletic directors and school administrators.  Mr. Grossich added CIF is 
in late November, so it may be possible for CHS to play at home if the team qualifies for 
CIF.  Director Chang informed the Committee that the resurfacing of the track will begin 
after the completion of the stadium.  The district is holding off with the resurfacing until 
the stadium is complete so stadium construction activities do not damage the track. 
 
Mr. Villegas stated he spoke with a board member regarding naming the stadium after 
Coach Markham.  Ms. Morales said it would be more fitting to dedicate a facility to 
Coach Markham in Bloomington since that is where he spent the majority of his time. 
Dr. Miranda added that the board was recently asked to dedicate facilities at other sites. 
There is a process for renaming and dedicating facilities which includes the formation of 
a committee. 
 
Mr. Villegas suggested selling and using personalized bricks and pavers at the Colton 
High School Stadium 7as a fundraiser.  Director Chang is working on the logistics 
including outreach and construction and has interviewed 3 companies; however, 
ultimately the Board has the final decision.  Director Chang said the district will incur 
additional costs in the beginning since the district may not sell enough bricks to pave or 
cover an entire area. The district will have to buy blank bricks to complete the area.  Mr. 
John expressed there will be a lot of participation from the community, and we may not 
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have enough area for the number of bricks sold.  The bricks may be placed at the entrance 
of the stadium or the celebration plaza in the stadium.  Mr. Villegas said the money raised 
from selling personalized bricks will go towards the purchase of a modern scoreboard. 
The school site can raise funds by selling advertisements on the scoreboard.  Mr. 
Grossich asked if the district has contracts with Coke and Pepsi.  Dr. Miranda said the 
district does have Coke vending machines in staff lounges and a percentage of the sales 
goes back to the sites.  Mr. Grossich stated the district has the opportunity to get 
sponsorships from vendors. 
 
Terrace Hills Middle School Field Renovation 
Director Chang reminded the Committee that the Terrace Hills Middle School Field 
Renovation project is not being paid for with bond funds.  The scope of the project is 
similar to the recently completed Colton Middle School Field Renovation Project.  The 
field at Terrace Hills Middle School is in the establishment and maintenance period for 
the next 3 to 4 months and should be ready to use during the first week of September. 
 
Mr. Grossich said the County is not allowing sports leagues to sell food from snack bars 
that are not compliant with County codes.  He also stated that since the district owns the 
park next to McKinley Elementary, the district should be responsible for making the 
necessary improvements so sports leagues can sell food from the snack bars.  Director 
Chang explained the district did not build the snack bar at the park by McKinley, and the 
building was never approved by the State; however, the new restroom building built 
approximately 5 years ago did obtain approval from the Division of the State Architect. 
Ms. Morales added Colton Tee Ball can earn anywhere between $300 to $600 per night 
from the snack bar which is their main source of revenue.  Director Chang stated the 
youth sports leagues can contact him so he can share some interim solutions the district 
implemented to address health department requirements. 
 
Professional Learning Center 
Director Chang notified the committee that the district is short of training rooms for staff. 
The Professional Learning Center will provide adequate training areas for staff as well as 
a new board room.  
 
Dr. Miranda added that the district has 1 room for staff  training.  The district has been 
using the multi-purpose room at Joe Baca Middle School, but this causes disruptions to 
the school site. 
 
Mrs. Chavez asked if the district is still interested in leasing office space.  Dr. Miranda 
said the district was looking at leasing property on Cooley Drive in Colton to relocate the 
staff at PPS, but during the course of negotiations, property management added escalation 
fees beyond what was originally discussed, so both parties were unable to reach a deal. 
The district’s support services facilities are inadequate and spread throughout the district. 
Director Chang and the district’s property asset manager are proactively looking for 
property to consolidate all support services to one location. 
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Solar Project Update 
Director Chang reminded the Committee that the solar project is not a Measure G project, 
but he does want to keep the Committee informed of its progress.  The solar project has 
been high profile for the district and supports the district’s vision of sustainability.  It is 
currently on the last phase with 4 sites to complete - Colton High, Birney Elementary, 
Colton Middle and Washington High.  This final phase is expected to be complete in 
November 2018. 
 
Dr. Miranda stated that the current Energy Manager, Mr. Ernie Guillen, is retiring at the 
end of June.  The district has hired a new Energy Manager who will continue to expand 
and grow the district’s program. 
 
Status of Prop 51 
Proposition 51, the $3 billion dollar State bond for new construction and modernization 
projects, was passed in November 2016.  The district is continuing to apply for funds and 
leveraging Measure G bond funds.  The district has leveraged local bond funds and other 
revenue sources to receive over $135 million in State match to date.  The district is in line 
for an additional $17 million from the state.  
 
Dr. Miranda added funds are necessary for the Colton High School and Colton Middle 
School multi-purpose room projects.  The new facilities master plan identified needs and 
wants throughout the district.  The district will continue with new construction and 
upgrades to provide improved facilities. 
 
2016/17 Annual Bond Audit 
An electronic version of the 2016/17 Annual Bond Audit was sent to all committee 
members.  At the next Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee meeting, the 
auditor will be available to answer any questions the committee has regarding the audit. 
Staff will begin drafting the annual report to the board.  Director Chang thanked the 
Facilities staff for the positive audit with no findings. 
 
Mr. Grossich asked if the cash balance is available for future projects and when there will 
be another issuance of bond funds.  Dr. Miranda said the district has talked to Mike 
Williams, financial advisor along with bond council, and the district is at its debt capacity 
until home value assessment increases.  Currently the market values are stable but are not 
increasing to a level where the District is able to do another bond issuance.  An 
alternative option is for voters to revise the tax assessment threshold of $60 per $100K of 
assessed value.  In March, when the discussions occurred, the deadline had passed to get 
the proposition on the ballot for the November elections.  Unless conditions change, the 
district is 4 to 5 years away from selling more bonds. 
 
New Residential Developments in Colton and Grand Terrace 
Mr. Grossich informed the committee of his concerns about the development, Roque 
Ranch in La Loma Hills which will include 1,050 dwelling units.  The proposed ingress 
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and egress will cause traffic issues, and residents will shop in Riverside and other 
surrounding areas, not Colton.  
 
Dr. Miranda said the district spoke with the developer regarding the possibility of 
building a new elementary school.  The developer offered to give the district 10 acres; 
however, the district is not in a financial position to build a school that will cost 
approximately $40 million.  The district continues to meet with the developers to come 
up with a creative solution for approximately 700 K-12 students to be generated from the 
various developments in the Grand Terrace and South Colton area. 
 

VII. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Director Chang stated the changes on the financial report are highlighted in yellow.  One 
change noted was the Colton High School portable relocation project.  Approximately 17 
portables are within the footprint of the new multi-purpose room.  These buildings will 
need to be relocated first in preparation of construction of the new multi-purpose 
building. 

 
VIII. MEMBER COMMENTS 

None. 
 
IX. NEXT MEETING 

Ms. Kubota will contact the committee to schedule a meeting in September 2018. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee 
meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m. followed by a tour of the Colton High School 
Stadium. 

 
 


